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' 
• • • m WE contemplate the From Block 

world's la r g e s t and 
most beautiful Masonic -------------------------------
Temple which Detroit-

ers boast about we are remind- w Id~ L d 4 M • 
ed that the Craft did not always ·Or 8 ar ~es.. BSODie 

House 1764 • 
1n to 

Temple 
possess such a superb edifice. It • 
would therefore perhaps be well The Story of. Masonry's Meeting Places in 

·for the reader to allow to pass 
Qetroit . 

before his mind's eye ihe many 
meeting places which have serv
ed as Detroit Masonry's Temple. 

During the .first .ftfty-seven 
years of Masonic history in 
Michigan, the early LOdges 
working first, under the juris
diction of the Grand Lodge of 
England through the Provincial 
Grand Lodge of New York, sec
ondly, under the Grand Lodge o! 
Canada, and thirdly under the 
Sovereign Grand Lodge of New 
York, met in such places as 
w ere then available to the Craft. 

We can visualize this first 
lodge of 1764 (brought into be
fog by the 60th ColonJal regi
me nt, just five years after the 
occupation o! Detroit by the 
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Britisb) meeting in the old block 
house, the room poorly lighted 
by the yellow aunshine which 
struggled to seep in through the 
small windows. There were no 
luxuriously upholstered seats 
and r khly carpeted floors, no 
mural decorations nor expensive 
organ. Our pioneer brethren im
provised such crude scant furni
ture as was necessary for the 
functioning of the Lodge. 

Old Detroit Masonic Temples 
Dwing the early part of the 

nineteenth century Masonry met 
in th e Old Council B ouse on the 
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1'.rom January 18, 18M· 1e 
March 21, 1887, Nt>w Hall, Nos. 
263-.265 Micrugan Avenue, J10uth 
11ide between Fourth and Fifth 
Street., Rowe's Block. F rom 
February 10, 1887 to November 
I , 1894, Scottish Rite Cathedral, 
99 Lafayette Avenue (old La
fayette Avenue Baptist Church) 
1Jouth side between Cass and 
First Streets. From November 
f , 1894 1o May 23, 1896, P h11-
:harmonic Hall, 42 Lafayette 
Avenue (old Unitarian Church) 
:northwest eorner of Shelby 
Street. 

Orranke Temple Al&Oelatlo• 
In J anuary of 1891 leaders of 

1he various lodges, chapters, 
councils, commanderies, and ·the 
coordinate Scottish Rite bodies 
created a joint committee 1o 
make plans for th~ er ection of 
a Masonic Temple which would 
do justice to Masonry's great-
n ess. On March 16, 1892 r epre
sentatives of Zion, Detroit., Un-
)on, Ashlar, Oriental, Schiller, 
nnd K.ilwinning Lodges, Monroe 
nnd P en insular Chapters, Mon-
Joe Council, Detroit and Da
mascus Commander ies, and t he 
Scottish Rite Bodies held the 
:flrst J'ecorded meeting ac: a co
ordinated association. Moslem 
Temple at a later date also 
joined the associated bodies. On 
March 23, the Scottish Rite Bod
)es turned over 75 ft . between 
Cass Avenue and F irst Str eet on 
Lafayette Blvd. as its contr ibu
t10n to the ground needed for a 
temple of spacious proportions.. 
To this was added an additional 
75 feet, givinc a total frontage 
of 150 feet on Lafayette Blvd 
.ind a depth o! 135 feet on F irst 
Street. Thus the seeds WeNJ 

eown for the crea•.ion o! a Ma-
HOnic Temple Association for D~ 
t roit. • 
Legislature Allows lncorporatiea 

A committee was then ap
pointed to wait upon the state 
legislature to secure an enabling 
act to incorporate fraternal or-

Llneola 1-40U 

Contractor south-..est corneT ol Randolph January 16, ISM, Muonic Tern- ganizations, and on March lS. 
18~ the Masonic Temple Associ

and J efferson Avenues. It was ple, Nos. 32-34 Congress Street ation of Detroit was formally in-
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from this building on Monday, West, north side between Gris- corporated In designing the 
September 23. 1823 that the as- wold and Shelby, over Wc"ne Temple on Lafayette Blvd. and 

sem bled memben of Zion, D e- County Savm:=g~s~B~an~k;·~F·r;on:~.-lr-~F;ir~s~t~S~t~r~ee~t~th~eWr~epfr~e~s~ercn~t&~t~iv~e~s.~:;~ 
-~ nd O~ J ~ ~~ e whic 
latterf om Pontiac, m arched up l!ilsendegen Hall, !Oom 16, N os. fell wou ld ca re for the needs of 
J efferson and Woodward Ave- 52-69 Monroe Avenue, southwest Detroit Masonry for the next bali 
nues to State Street and t une- corn e1 of Randolph Street. From century. 

UNiversity 4-1597 ~ 
If No Answer Call 

UNiversity 1-6345 

Metr opolitan 
Landscape Service 

N . T. Neesgaanl 
Landsc8'f)lng • Gra di ng 

Ma intenance 
New Homes a Spedany 

lZ!U Washburn WE 3-1006 

Ferndale, Mich. 

CHARLES M. 
CLAPSADDLE 

Complete Accounting 
an d Ta:x Service 

609 Townsend LO. 1-4419 

IORTH DETROIT HEATING CO. 
Coal - Gas - Oil Furnaces 

Air Cond1tionrng - Modern Ducts 

18003 MT. fLLIOlT AV£.. TW. 3.{1757 

MURRAY W. SALES & CO. 
Wholesalers of 

Plumbing and Heating Supplies 

Pipe, Valves and Fittings 

Detroit - Wyandotte • Flint • Pontiac 

• 

CLAWSON TRANSIT 
MIX CEMENT CO. 

Ready Mixed Cement - Concrete - Products 

2545 Livernois Big Beaver, Mich. 

. r~ulberry 9-2552 

t:onin g in the capacity of a May 8, lll82 to April 24, 1883, Outgrow Temple in 12 Y ears 
On May 25, 1896 the Lafayet~ 

Grand L odge laid the corner- Kermott's Hall, 208 Woodward Temple was dedicated. lt bad 
stone of tl1e Capitol. The Coun- Avenut>, n ortheast of Wilcox been built during the panic years 
cil House was also the cradle of Avenue. (Continued on Pare 9) 
the first Grand Lodge of Michl-
gan. 

From 1842 to 1852 meetings 
were held in the upper story of 
the old Newberry building on 
Jefterson Avenue. In J anuary 
1851, Henry T. Backus was elect
ed Grand Master and during hfa 
three year term he consistently 
urged Grand Lodge to secure a 
build ing. However a committee 
reporting on bis recommenda
tion said: •A building that would 
do credn to the Order w ould 
cost at least $20,000, and with
out a great increase in per capita 
dues, thE scheme was imprac
tical." So the matter was drop
ped. 

Fim Masonic Struetu.re 

Jn spit.e oi Grand Lodge's pes
simism the members of Monroe 
Chapter, No. 1, R.A.M., which 
had bttn organized under the 
jurisdiction of the General 
Grand Chapter in 1818, proceed
ed to incorporate and to con
struct a new Masonic Temple . 
The cornerstone was laid Sep
tem ber 2, 1851 and the building 
was completed and occupied in 
1852 at a cost of $25,000 and 
was dedicated June 24, 1857. 
This Rall was erected at Nos. 
131-135 J efferson Avenue, on the 
north side between Griswold and 
Shelby Streets. It r emained OC· 
cupied as a Masonic Temple by 
the Detroit Masonic Bodies un
til December 20, ~881. 
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John H. Hampton 
During the fifteen years from 

1881 until 1896, when the Tem
ple on Lafayette Avenue was 
r eady for C>ccupancy, the follow-
ing buildings were te nanted by General Roofing Contractor 
one or more of the Detroit Ma- New and Old Work - Residential-Commercial-Industrial 
sonic Bodfos. From April 22, 1783 All work ' done by thoroughly experieneed workmen-Gut-
to ~arch 8, 1880, New Hall, t.e1·s and Metal Decks - All Work Guaranteed - No Roof 
Hodges Block Nos. 174-178 Gris- .Job Too Large or Too Smll 
wola Street, southwest corner C>f 1 3006 Mt. Elliott WA. 1 -9394 
State. From March 8. 1880 to '2.'-----------------;...;; .. ;...-.._.-_________ , 
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TEMPLE 
(C'onti.nued from Page Sl Wo•·ld~s I,Jargesi ~lasoni~ Te.m ·ple 

istic tower it would perbaJ>6 ,be 
natw·al to take the elevator and 
proceed to the top floor and then 
journey downwards. The tw o 
top ftoocs .are n ow occupied by 
the radio and television studios 
of stations .WJBK, WJBK-FM, 
and WJBK-TV, The floor b~Jow 
has , space ,for -additional lodge 
facilities should the occasion re
quire. 

o C 1893-9,j when banki"uplcies 
end soup kitchens were more ln , 

•vogue than• the building ·ofi ·huge l: 
t emples. · Masonry had, howevel', · 
been lhrough too many similar 
cr ises to be thus disenheartened. 
Notw ithstanding the careful and 
-wise planning the Order out
grew the Lafayette Blvd. ·Te m
ple in t welve years, and in 1908 
it was crowded to capacity. To 
-provide for an addition the As
sociation bought an additional 
66 .feet and architects were en- ' 
g.aged lo devise means of ap
propriately adding to the struc
ture. T hese plans never reached 
consummation for it was deemed 
t hat at b£:st it would simply be 
a make-shiCt. 

, 
";~-

Seven lodge rooms are now 
complete and all have different 
decoration treatment, the motifs 
of decoration havlr.g been taken 
from the Egyptian, Greek, Doric, 
Ionic, Corinthian, Tudor , Roman
esque, and the Greek Ionic. 

These rooms are all true to 
period and the art work through. 
out the building, especially the 
beautifully decorated ceiling~. 
was done under the personal d i
rection of famous Italian ar
tists. 

Knight Templar Quartel'l' 

A move was started in liH3 to 
purchase a new location and a 
thorough ~-urvey involving ma°'v 
choice si tes in Detroit was in
stituted. T he committee in 
charge fin:iUy recommended that 
the Associa tion purchase 400 ft . 
of property fronting on Bagg 
S treet. now T emple Avenue, run
ning in an easterly .dir('ct ion 
from the northeast corner of 
Second Blvd. and George D. Ma
son & Co. was commissioned to 
draw plans for a new temple. 
During March of 1920 the ent ire 
membership in the Detroit area 
starled a campaign to secure sub
scr iptions lo finance the unde r
taking which had been inaugu
ra ted 

la ln~"-Larre1t aa4 tllea u.t. 

S topping on the third fl oor of 
t he tower we find the quarters 
oi the Commandery, consisting 
of the beautiful parlor treated in 
the T udor period with i ts \\:all:; 
of rugh oak paneling and the 
lwo figures in armor creating an 
atmosphere suggesting the pe
riod when kmghthood was in 
flower. T he work room of the 
Commandery (known in the par 
lance oi T emplarism as the Asy
lum) adjoins the parlor. T his 
room is . truly a poem in stone 
and wood with a touch of the 
cathedral suggested by its Gothic 
archi tecture and stained glass 
windows, placed as a memorial 
to those who gave much of their 

Turn Sod in 19%0 
It was on Thanksgiving Day 

of 1920 that the first sod was 
tw·ned and a vast host s tood in 
Cass Park for' the occasion, and 
flowed in human currents up 
and down Second Blvd. and the 
newly named Temple Ave. Cer
tain it is, no Mason of the pe
r1od will ever forget the OC'ca
&i on. 

T he wo1 king tools of Ameri
ca's fi rs t President, Masonry's 
own reve!ed George Washing
toni were brought from Alexan
dl'ia, Virginia and employed in 
the spreaciing of the first mor· 
tar; thus t.1e same trowel which 
the fa ther of our country used 
in laying !he cornerstone of the 
national capitol was again placed 
in use September 18, 1922 in 
lay ing the cornerstone of De
troit' great new Masonic Tem
ple. The ceremony was w il
nesst-d by virtually every Ma
sonic famiiy in the metropolitan 
area. 

Dedicate Edifice in 1926 
On T ha11ksgiving Day of 1926 

the final ceremony of Masonry's 
most amhitious program took 
p lace w hen thousands again 
gathered for the iormal dedica
tion or the Temple, and the con
secration ot its various rooms by 
the Grand Lodge of Mich igan lo 
the work of the Craft. 

This alsv was the signal for 
the opening of the public portion 
of the building as a civic center, 
and for the use of the commu
nity at large. 

The Detroit Masonic Temple 
is unique among the Masonic 
buildings of th e world because 
all of the various branches a re 
housed in the same structure. 
There is some twelve million 
cubic feet of space in all, mak
ing it the largest and most com
plete building of its kind in the 
world. In all there are 28 units 
in the building grouped into 
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Clark W. MacKenzie Lays Cornerstone view of the surrouding neighbor
hood facing Cass Park's beauti· 
ful five acres of green lawns and 
graceful elms. The Temple, in 
ita classic Gothic architecture, 
and facing of Indiana limestone, 
gives one the impression of the 
massive med ieval castles of old. 
Sevea Symbolie Lodl'e Rooms 
In making a tour of the ritual· (See TEMPLE, Pa .. e 19> 

Eat•bliille4 lt!t 

GEORGE M. KENNEDY 
PLUMBING, BEATING and GAS BURNERS 

W1 Funlisll Complete Job-Materials and Labor 
J:qnlpped Service Track• 

51!1 - !3rd at McGraw 
GEORGE 

.__ leftl ........ Wlllil ................. fW 11:c1:i..;H:!a::•::~~l'~Cla .. .,.;iliiilllliiiiiiililliillillllililililiilllllililllilll W . ,r ... Kend" (now Gn.nd Tna•n~r) M he pwta fte • 
~Ppl.,mbn L8, 19:!. 'l' nltcd Sla!u Pr.,sldcnt \\'arrea G . JiardJ"C bad &J<pec&ed 
to pprform tbc ~t'rcmony aAd d •e .. Wae 1 Ile suu ~trelt'• •- .Edwia U--
1,). :.ttreury ol 1lle Xa>"y • ..-lie ••re tloe ap rea a9"I bJ tll• lmmol'tml GMrr• 
Ws•hlDirl•• .. ltllc prttldlait u lla§ler •I ltU t..Sr• .. 11 at tbe laylnr o l tlla 
Corner~to .. c of tlle Natloaal Capllo l al W'~llillc-to•, D . C. De•bT ~ ued 
the trowel wbJcll " ' uliinJtto• •>ff le spread Ille cemcat oa tlle occuloa .t 
la)inf thl' cornerstone of the Capitol Abe aff4 a t the ecremo.1 wu l be Hol1 
Bible. that great u .. ht lA llaso.,.» ·~· wllkll Wubl•rto• W.ll bl1 oatll u 
Jh e oatio11'A llr.t Presid ent aad ..-loltll ~t.e4 oa tbe altar of Washlnrt..n'• 
) ,od it" \\bile he >J"r<ed as lla 1cr ; \Ile ••are a•d phi.alt u• other Maaoaa. 
ia1pl~menl• used b)• bim wen p~est at I ll• e<u1Jon.. 

Steel · Columns Rise 207 Feet into· Air 

Elrht \11ou&J1• t•M ol atul fabricated •utas ... wlater ol lt!l-11 kraa 
to cUmb la enlerlJ' raaltl•• ••- M1 feet late ah. Tb n hh of p•caaatie 
u-en •estr.7ed Qo tlliet of Cue Park for _... _. nu la He ....... 
t•a fora tile bllildlas rua promlM of .... ..........._ .r ltealltr _. 
•trearU. wblelt WM te aalre H ... w•••• -•• ....... T-plee. 

three major divisions, the ritual- 50 Masonic bodies operatinc in
istic tower, the auditorium, and dependently wtte included ill 
the Shrine Club. Provisions for the plans. 
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Of -OoUde Arelaiteeture 

· Precedent for fraternal build
ings are all in Greek or Egyp
tian. Nothing of the sort had yet 
been accomplished in Gothk. 
The architect nevertheless felt 
that the Gothic style best u
pressed the traditions of Mason
ry. The Masonic student should 
not forget that Operative 14.a
sonry, nll"ving it.s origin in the 
guilds, left behind it the tradi
tion of the great Gothic cathe
drals of which its members were 
the builders, and certainly the 
spirit and tradi tion of the 
Knights Templar a nd the his
toric setting of tht Scottish Rite 
are Gothic. 

The ritualistic buiBmg, or 
fourteen story tower provides a 
home for 34 Symbolic Lodges, 
five Royal Arch Chapters,, a 
Cryptic Rite Council, t wo 
Kmght Templar Commanderie::. 
and the four coordinated SC'Ot
tish Rite Bodies. The tower is 
210 feet high and dom inate.- the 
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A Light Sh on e out from S toney Creek of this LOdge were to defy such 
a storm, Gould, in his "History 
of Freemasonry", says of these 
years: 

Mi~higan's Ist Masoni~ Temple 
Sturdy Oakland County Masons Keep Light Burning 

"This country has seen fierce 
and bitter political contests; but 
no other has approached the 
bitterness of the campaign a
gainst the Masons. No society. 
civil, military or religious es
caped its influence. No relation 
of family or friends was a bar
rier to it. The hatred of Masonry 
was carried everywhere, and 
there was no retreat so sacred 
that it did not enter. Not only 
were teachers and pastors driven 
from their stations. but the chil
dren of Masons were excluded 
from the schools, and member• 
from their churches. The Sacra
ment was refused to Masons by 
formal vote of the church, for 
n o other offense than their Ma
sonic connections. Families were 
divided. Brother was arrayed 
against brother, father against 
son, and even wives against their 
husbands. Desperate efforts were 
made to take away chartered 
rights from Masonic Corpora
tions and to pass laws tha t would 
prevent Masons from holding 
th~ir meetings and performin~ 
the.\?' ceremonies." 

By Charles Fey, P. M. 
Honorary Member of Rochester Lodge, No. 5 

Daniel B. Taylor 
Tyler of Stoney Creek 

U
N THE little village of 
Ston ey Creek, near Ro
ch ester, Michigan, oc
curred the passing June 
7, 1952, a t the age of 

89, a pioneer woman surgeon, Dr. 
Bertha Van Hoosen, descendant 

,,;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;-. of an early Oakland county fam
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ily. She was laid to rest in 
Stoney Creek Cemetery where 
sleep many pioneers of an earlier 
generation, many of whom were 
members of the world famous 
Stoney Creek Lodge, No. 7_, now 
Rochester No. 5. 

Dr. Bertha Van Hoosen was a 
descendaht of the Rev. Lemuel 
Taylor family who came to the 
vicinity of Stoney Creek in 1823. 
Her m ater nal grandfather was 
Elish a Taylor. He was a brother 
of J oshua B ., who held several 
offices in the Grand Lodge of 
1841-44, and of Daniel B., the 
famous Tyler of Stone)' Cr eek 
Lodge. 

A Pioneerlnr Spirit 

While taking a literary course 

WARNER R. THOMPSON COm 
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It was my privilege to at tend the dedica.tio~ ceremon
ies of the Masonic Temple a.t Lafayette' & First Street · 
in 1896 in the company of my father and later . in 1926 
to participate kl the dedication of the Beautiful Ma· 
10nic Temple on Temple A venue. 
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at the U!liversity of Michigan 
she decided to ch ange to a medi
cal education over -her mother 's 
objections. Money for her edu
cation w as cut off and she h ad 
to work her way through col 
lege, and being endowed with 
that same indomitable spirit of 
her ancestors, she became a 
leading woman surgeon. As an 
author she wrote "Petticoat Sur
geon" for which she was honor
ed by the International Women's 
Council at Helsinki, Finland. 

The Stoney Creek Lodge fi rst 
met in the new log sch ool house 
and later in the home of Judge 
N atbaniel Millerd, a c h a r t e r 
member, and son-in-law of Rev. 
Lemuel Taylor. 

All Masons know-or should 
know- that sombre story of one 
William Morgan 0: Batavia, N. 
Y .. who h ad threatened and d id 
publish his expose of the Ma
.onic work. Morgan disappeared 

The I n t •tr.et.re en r to be lnLllt 
ucluslvel:r for IMonlc purpoaeo I• 
lll.lchlll'llll wa• erected la tlle woe>cW 
ea Xt. Moriah b7 Stoney Creek Loclre 
Jfo. 5, la 1847-49, •horily after the 
IOJ'l'&ll excitement bad blow• onr, 

The First Bap tist Cbw·ch of 
Pontiac, in the spring of 1829 
began to be much agitated oa 
the subject of Freemasonry. A 
committee reported that "we en
tirely disfellowship th e institu
tion of F reemasonr y" Vote wa8 
afterward reconsidered, and the 
matter continued until Decem
ber , when a stronger resolution 
of condemnation w a s passed. 
Several exclusions r esulted. 

Candle In the Window 
l n 1862 fire destroyed their 

Lodge records in Rochester , to 
which they had moved in 1853, 
so it is not possible to learn 
how often they met. How hard 
it must have been to hold meet
ings in t he face of the storm in 
the little village where every 
one knew every one else, . but 
this made no difference to the • 
faithful Tyler, Daniel B. Taylor. 
who on Lodge nights, as soon as 
the stage brought the mail, took 
his newspaper and a candle and 
~ed t.~~l.ih" Hap 
he lit the candle and put it m 
the window. If any other came. 

Tb.e eorne.nto.e et t he. Int M.a.~onlc Temple la •lchl!t'• •· ballt b :r 1 meeti'ng wft~ h eld. If no one •n•T Cn:ek Lodge after tile Jlorga.n c p l1ode. A pleh re ot t be Temple ..., 
appean above. Tbe eornentoac 11 aow a part of a memorial monumeat came Brother Taylor waited un-
ereetecl by the Graad Lodge ot Kiehil'&D la Stone,. CNek Cemetery. til closing time; then he would 

end the Masons were accused of Canandaigua, now the 'Tillage of blow out the eandle, lock the 
doing away with him . The time Lake Orion. · door and go to his h ome. · 
was right ao that the incident Strife Rampant The light which Daniel B. 
became a national political issue J u,,t how brave the Brethren (Contlnaecl •• Pare 11) 

and the disappearance was used 
as an excuse, giving rise to the 
formation of a political party. 

Ban Aralnst Masons 

The feeling against the Ma-
90nic Order did not r each Mich
igan antil 1829 and in order to 
keep peace more for political 
r e a 1 o n 1 than anything else, 
Grand Master Lewis Cass order
ed all the Michigan Lodges to 
dose. All obeyed the order ex
cept plucky little Stoney Creek, 
which had received its dispen 
ation, J anuary 9, 1828, 10 will 
be 125 years old next January. 

The petition for a dispensation 

NEW CENTER 
CLEANERS AND HA1TERS 

7452 Woodward, cor. Custer Tl. S -1211 

DUBOIS • WEBB CO. 

lffSI James Couzens BR.S-0880 

Poat Box 5217-Detrolt SI 
• 

Pezzanl & Reid Equipment Co., Inc. 
• GRAMM TRAILERS 
• BOLLAND FIFTH WHEELS 
• VELVAC POWER BRAKES 
• MICfilGAN FLEET SAFETY GAS TANKS 

3960 W. Fort Phone TAshmoo S-9000 

came before Grand Lodge in 
lune 1827, but as another had 
been received from some Breth
ren at Rochester and a lodge 
already existed at Auburn, Oak
land Lodge, No. 3, the committee 
decided that if Oakland at Au
burn w ould move back to P on
tiac then the Brethren at Ro
chester should be r ecognized but ~iiiiiiiiiiiiiiii:iiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiii~iiiiii~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
if Oakland did not move then 
Stoney Creek should be honored . 
Oakland, No. 3 did not move so 
Stoney Creek r eceived the dis
pensation as one of the last acts 
of Grand Master Cass before 
elosing the lodges. 

In face of the or der and the 
storm of bigotry at its doors 
the members refused to disband 
and continued its meet ings. At 
this time the meetings were be
ing held in the home of J udge 
Nathaniel Millerd, but due to 
the pressure being h eaped upon 

North. Woodward Hospital 
TREATMENT FOR ALCOHOLISM 

CROUP THERAPIES 

REGISTERED ·PERSONNEL.: ' 

.INDIVIDUAL CARE 

12024 W oodward ._ ..... P..el 

TO. 9-acMIO 

him by his Church (Baptist) and 
his family, for the sake of peace 
M asked the Lodge to remove 
to another house, which was 
done, perhaps the tavern of Jo
maa B. Taylor and then later 

1111111111..::.==J the tavern of Jesse Decker at 

Cop
yr

ig
ht

 W
or

ce
st

er
sh

ire
 M

as
on

ic

Li
br

ar
y 

an
d 

M
us

eu
m

 Tr
us

t



fuly· August, 1952 

( Contmaecl from Pa&'e 11) 
Taylor lit of evenings to shine 
forth a faint gleam for the way
faring Mason has never been 
q uenched. 

The Gra nd Lodge of Michigan 
came lo life in 1841 an d S toney 
Creek Lodge in 1847 again led 
the way by cons tructing the first 
Masonic Temple in Michigan !or 
purely Masonic purposes on a 
high hill just to the rear and 
above the tavern and home of 
J oshua B. Taylor . 

BuHd on Mt. Moriah 
The hill was probably a hun

dred feet in height and covered 
with forest trees. Th is hill the 
Brethren n a m e d Mt. Moriah. 
When they were r eady t o lay 
the cornerstone invitations were 
sent out to the neighboring Lo
dges to participate in the exer
cises connected w ith the corner
stone laying, J une 24, 1847. It 
was quite an event at which 
Grand Master E. Smith Lee 
presided. The program was u 
follows: 

l . Voluntary by the band. 
2. Prayer by the Gr a a 11 

Chaplain, Rev. Daniel Mi· 
chael. 

3 .. Masonic ode, by the choir. 
t . Prei:'!ntation of a P .M. 

J ewel to the M.W. Ebene
zer Hall, 1P .G.M. of the 
Grand Lodge, by Paul B. 
Ring, S.G.W. 

5. Music by the band. 
6. Ceremony of laying the 

Corner - S tone. G. M. E. 
Smith Lee. 

'1 . Musfo by the band. 
8. Oration, by R. W. Abner 

C. Smith , Grand Secreta ry 
of the Grand Lodge. 

9. Prayer . 
10-. Music by the band. 
11. Benediction. 
n was not until two years 

l ater that the Temple was dedi
cated, July 4, 1849. T his was 
also an important e v en t to 
Stoney Creek. Invitations were 

T H E M A SONIC W ORL D 

Miehigan~s 1st ~lasonie Temple 

This I§ u artlst' • coaceptloa o f Da.nle! Ta.JIOI', Tyler of StoaeJ' 
Creek Lodg"e, - led with b is .,_k, ..U d os a* Illa f eet ••• • nadle la 
tbe window. la all the 150,0M . ,.._ ..u.,. •f •leh.lsaa Terrilory, Illa 

· wu t111, only Masonic Ur:ht "bfrb Ule blMt. of blsouy aad J>Ueloa 
• could a1>t exHagul.d1. All boD<>r la •- Daale l Taylor. 

sent to all the Lodges in that 
part of the State. Large delega
tions were present frcm Detroit, 
Mt. Clemens and P on tiac. Grand 
Master J eremiah Moors presided 
at the dedication a n d . Brother 
Charles W. Willerd, of Stoney 
Creek Lodge, acted as Grand 

Marshal. 
The land, T emple and sur

r oundings are described as fol
lows: Standing upon the summit 
of Mt. Moriah and looking to 
the East, the little village of 
S toney Creek lies below, with 
the hills and valleys beyond 
forming a panouma of r a r e 
beauty. Right in front and be-

Rochester w here- ft bu since 
been located. 

The Temple stood for fifteen 
more years, 1868, when it was 
tom down, and its material used 
in the building of a barn. The 
cornerstone was used for a simi
lar PW'P<>Se. the barn being lo
cated across the road from the 
Temple site. 

Cornerstone Intact 
When the present Temple in 

Detroit was being con templated 
an attempt was made to secure 
the Stoney Creek Lodge corner
stone to incorporate it into that 
building but the owners would 
not consent to this as they felt 
that it showd stay forever in 
the vicinity for which it wu 
hallowed. 

Paradiso Cafe 
Spedolii.ing in Steak Dinnen 

Bu1inl!A Mon's l unch. 

RANK ltAJTI, "°P· 
176IO WOOOWAaD TO. '"'772 

TYLER' S TEA ROOM 
S till Serving Good Food 

at Moderate Pricea 

11808 Woodward 
at Tuxedo 

T•IHN''s Delicate .... 

15315 w. ' Mlle ... 

V&. 5.9511 

MILTON'S DRUQS 
Pre.cription Specialist , 

11 
Pursuant to a resolution adopt

ed in Grand Lodge in 1927, ( 100 
years after the petition was sent 
jn for Stoney Creek Lodge dis· 
pensation) a committee was ap
pointed to investigate the desir
ability of erecting a memorial to 
Stoney Creek Lodge. The com
mittee recommenJed to .Grand 
Lodge in 1928 that: 

"Your Committee has cateful
ly considered the subject of a 
suitable memorial. It has seemed 
to us that an elaborate and cost
ly monument would be out ot 
place. T hey were simple men, 
those early ·brothers; t hey were 
strong men, and they were not 
without dignity. Therefore we 
recommend a memorial which 
is in k eeping with their virtue. 
- a plain br onze tablet bolted to 
an enduring boulder of granite.• 

Memorial In Cemetery 
It was further recommended 

that the boulder and tablet be 
placed either near the ancient 
building where Stoney Creek 
Lodge met or in the cemetery 
where.many of the brethren are 
b uried. They further recom· 

(See ht TEMPLB, Pace 11) 
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~~1~ 
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ResenaUons for 

• WEDDINCS 
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' 

VICTORY LU~CH 
Good Food, Steaks • 

and Chop s 

A-I Food and 
Delicatessen 

"Good Th1np to Eu" 
Let K e B'~p T oa Whla 

Tour Pu1;F l'lam 
n :• ~ tos:aa.-. · 

'tm::!llt 'l'A1IPUltJll 

low was the tavern that w aa 
kept by J oshua B. Taylor, w ith-
in whose walls the pioneers of 
those clays w ere woat t o gather 
~ di8C1m a.....,. of the dq. 
.rust beyond w~ home 'built 1-

by Nathaniel B. Millerd, m 
which was the ftrst Lodge r oom 

... W. MeNlebol9 
SUperior 1-G51 

• CLUB MEETINCS J 
•BANQUETS 
• flEE P~NC --.. .... lllii.~iiill•"·~~~ 

424 ~St.. 
WO. 4·8924 SHI Wood•·anl Tl'!. l ·SU'f' 

DIXFIELD SUPER MARKETS 

1970 Southfield 

20702 Southfield 

Llncoln P~ Mich. 

Comer Elsht Mlle Rd. 

13433 West Eiaht Mlle Rd. at Schaefer 

of S toney Creek Lodge; while 
almost perpendicularly be.low 
ftows the little stream from 
w hich Stoney Creek took ita 
name. 

A Bed Temple 

LONE PINE TAVERN 
tr RIDING ST AI LES 

l"IM rooc111 ... Jleftl'IC9. We 
c.&.r to Baa,quet. and Pn-. 

PartJ-Al8o Hay Rid111t 

11135 Wlllt I Mlle ad. 
.......,_, iucJa. J[B, 1-Mll 
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"111Gor, OM. 

NEW MODERN 
WARSAW IAKEIY 

hMla Bue4 C..- Boeri D .. 

JHUNG'S 

The Templ e itself was a mod
est frame structure, painted red, 
standin&' ~ a foundation a 
few feet high. Tbt entrance wu 
through a single door, in a deep 

~===========================i stone foundation, and the 'risitcr Dairy Appetizers 9H Wemnfnster TO. 1-Ml'r 
Tray Caterin1 Servic:e 

Detroit'• Origlnal QMlity 
Cllop Swy • Chow Melol • frie4 5""- • l ft FM Y .... 

Retail Tako Out Service, loacly .. s.,,,. 
TO. 8-2580 . 

JHUNG'S ORIENTAL FOOD CO. 
12539 WOODROW WILSON-5 Blocks So, af Davis .. 

K I N C S L E y · I N N 
Music • Sea Foods - Steak Dinners 

Woodward at Loar: Lake Road 
Bloomfield Hills Midwest 4-Hot 

ABINGTON HOTEL 
700 Seward Avenue 
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Banquet Facilities 

W-. J. Bayer, Pres. - I. C. Hodges, Mgr. 

WestWood Dairy Stores, Inc. 

2215 Schaefer 

Melvindal e WA. 8 -6610 

first found himself in a sort of 
a cellar, from wbich a narrow 
stairway led to the Lodge room 
above. 

The Temple w as a conspicuous 
object for miles around the 
trees in front being below the 
sides of the blufl, while the 
de nse forest in the rear com-
pletely hid it from view from 
the w est and formed a striking 
background, against which the 
r ed pain ted Temple stood out in 
bold relief. In such a place and 
a m i d such surroundings the 
s turdy Brethren performed their 
Masonic work. 

It is said that the only ap
proach to the Lodge roqm from 
the cellar room was by means 
of a ladder which they drew up 
into the room abo\'"e when Lodge 
w as opened. J ust another pre
caution. 
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Lecturer, in one of his writings L;;;===========~~=========~===i was octagon in shape. Perhaps f 

5794 Va. Dyke 

was octogon in shape. PerhaP9 
this was so and they may h ave 
had rooms in the corners for the 
preparation of the candidates, . 
etc. 
· The newspapers of that day 
did not mention the size of the 
Temple but in talking to one of 
the older men in Rochester in 
1940, he told the writer that as 
a boy he passed it many times 
on the way to the mill to have 
feed ground and to him it seem
ed that the Temple was about 

HICl•Y HOUSE BAR·M!UE 
Bar-1-Qu libs ind O.id ' • 

Opea 5 P.M. to I A.M. Free Delivery 
MZl Cw, aear Maw• Temple 

DRISCOLL'S STEAK HOUSE 
GOLDEN BROWN CHICKEN 

BEVERAGES 

twenty feet square and had a Jefferson Aye . near Ten Mlle Road 
hip roof. . St. Cl I Sh 

Meetings were held in the a r ores 
Temple until the year 1853, " ~ "~, PR 5-9299 •· ~. J ' .r ,;.o;;;.. 

~1i------------------~ .. --.................... ...,.,._,,~"!"!'!- -'!'99"'!'-~- ...,... when th~Lo~~ • .y;as1re veci lo L1'::.-..' ~-~--!"9!~~~~~·r11.oiii1 .1~~· · .... ~1~·:~) ... ·~· •+"~ ~·'~~~~~, ,~~l~i~~~~-~~.!~.·~f ·~~·~~!'!..!'' 
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